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SUBJECT! UTlef History of U, 5, CfWTT Activities 



X* fisrwwith as requested is * vary condensed history of the Ce*a .ni- 
eations IntaUlgenCo (OTTttfT) activities of the Q, s* 

S« It i* advisable that X call jcrxt attention to the following j 

«• fhi* history has no standing as atx official docusent, although 
I bolierro the information it contains is authentic. 

b» tf the story about ths Sany*« C08IST organiaaU an and activi- 
ties appears rather sesgsr in coarpariaon with that about the a**? 1 *, pleas* 
bear In wind (1) that there is, so far as X Sara been able to ascertain, 
no official Eavy history of that organisation or of its activities, so that 
X coi&L ccnrult no official doeuwants or doounsntad eourcoaj sod that (2) 
the activities and results of the Navy*# CC &JVS organisation and operations 
were kept highly secret even within the Uavy sod mure a sera or less can* 
nletoly closed book to the *ray entil about 1937, eo that ay personal know- 
ledge of or very occasional contacts with then hastily afford a good basis 
for writing authentic history. Tbs only docuwmt I was able to find was 
m infernal *j*3 unofficial, very brief history, prepared in draft form by 
Capt, l. F. S afford, 051, who wa Chief of the Vary's CCKXBT organisation 
m» 5 Ray 1935 until lb Pebruary 19U2, Capt. naffard wrota nis draft hie- 
tory In Bomftmr 19b3* bat carried the story only up to 7 December l$>4l. 

*, Xf X had been given acre Use, this history sight be shorter, 
or at least it would be wore ec-pplate, for it would be strung* If a few 
facts pertinent to the history were not omitted as a result of the pressure 
which It was written* 



3« Ctoa such eel salon new noted Is that dealing with tbs activities 
ef ths oxyptunalytlo welt of the s, 2, Coast Guard during the days of the 
•noble erportaant.* In 1925 ths Coast Guard established a em a il unit in 
Washington, headed by RTS* frlettosn anc consisting of about half doaan 
parsons, to solve radio truffle of the rwo-runrusra operating in U. s* 
tmtaX waters* The Coast Guard built up an excellent intercept serriee 
for this purpose* Tfco intercept servio# and the eryptanalytia wait con** 
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tinued to operate even after 1?33> working on the traffic of other illicit 
operations, chiefly those of narcotics smugglers . Shortly after Pearl 
Harbor the Coast Guard became an integral part of the Kavy and its crypt- 
analytic unit ires moved to_tha Mavy Conmunicatlons Annex (Nebraska Avenue). 
This unit wan kept intact and worked upon Clandestine traffic, largely that 
of German secret agents Bent to or from the Western Hemisphere. Soon after 
V-J Cay, this unit did not go back to the Coast Guard but was demobilised. 
Currently, the Coast Guard conducts no cryptanalytic activities, the Navy 
having assumed responsibility for such as might be requested by the Coast 
CSttextl. i do not believe that any such requests have been made to date. 

Ji. I hope t .ls history, poor as it is, will be useful to you and 
accept full responsibility for any errors and amissions, all of which are, 
tST course. Unintentional. 




WII4JAM F. FBISDcMH 
Consultant 




